
Trinity 1 

My dear Friends,  

There has been much in the news this week about our schools. In England the primary schools 
will not be returning to classes as a whole this side of the Summer. Here in Wales all children 
will have the opportunity to go back from 29 June for at least a short period and in phases to 
check in, catch up and prepare. What is clear is that whatever part of the Kingdom you live 
school life will never be the same for our children, young people and their teachers. 

However we should not forget that a lot has been happening in the last few months. At a recent 
governors meeting, by Zoom, at St. Teilos High School we were told something of the activities 
of our dedicated and hardworking teachers. They have not only been providing work for their 
pupils but also making thousands of telephone calls and making socially distanced home visits 
to ensure that there is pastoral care for the young. There are inevitably anxieties for the students 
and their families and challenges in learning in novel ways. We are enormously grateful to all 
involved in education in schools and colleges throughout the city for their efforts. 

On the home front many of you have been, like us, enjoying the new experience of home 
schooling. Our younger daughter Sophie,14 has been busy everyday keeping up with all that 
has been sent out by her teachers. Fortunately she has a clever mother to support her! Lydia, 
18 was devastated when she was told that her A levels were cancelled after so much hard work 
and preparation. She hopes that she will be awarded sufficiently high grades to gain her 
university place.  They are also trying to keep fit with regular training sessions provided by 
Sophie's athletics coach online.  Lydia has been attending national conferences with the 
Holocaust Educational Trust in her role as Regional Ambassador via Zoom and Teams.  

None of these educational and sporting activities would be possible without the benefit of the 
miracle of modern technology and media. It might seem rather bewildering to people like me 
who remember a time at infants school when the nearest thing we got to a PC was our own 
slate and a box of chalk. Our youngsters also use their new technology to keep in touch with 
family and friends from whom they have been separated in lockdown.  

Our Gospel this week tells us of a very different teaching experience. "Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the 
Kingdom, and curing every sickness." (Matthew, Ch 9). The synagogue at that time was 
probably the only place where ordinary people could get any kind of education. Elsewhere in 
the Gospel record we hear of Jesus reading from Isaiah and explaining to his listeners how that 
prophecy is fulfilled in him. Following his own teaching, Jesus also chooses disciples and sends 
them out to follow his example "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few, therefore ask 
the Lord of the Harvest to send out labourers into his harvest." 

Although there were scrolls with scriptures written down so much of Jesus' teaching and that of 
the apostles in the early Church was verbal and made in person. Jesus spoke to individuals, 
small groups and vast crowds. His teaching made an impact not only by words but by the 
personal contact that he made with so many people. The disciples, religious teachers and 
preachers down the ages have been inspired by this practice. It is of course what is missing at 
the moment from our youngsters' education these days.  And what we are all missing from our 
experience of coming together in worship in our still closed churches.  

The Gospel of Jesus was fresh and new to those who first encountered him. The disciples were 
called from all sorts of professions and occupations to become evangelists and teachers. They 
had to make massive changes in their lives to share the Good News in the message and the 
pastoral care they sought to give. 2000 years later we are too called upon to make changes 
and adapt to new ways of living and being Christians as well as valuing the good things of the 
past. The few personal encounters we are beginning to be permitted at this time should be all 
the more precious as we share Christ's message and love to each other.  

Best wishes and prayers as ever,  

Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
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